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HSC 4579: Foundations of Maternal and Child 
Health 

Fall 2022 
  310   | 3 Credit Hours   

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
 

Course 
Description 

The purpose of this introduction course is to provide an overview of maternal and child 
health issues and trends. With this primary aim, the objectives are organized around 
the knowledge of health assessment and interventions for families and children.  

Pre-requisites None Course Website http://my.usf.edu (Canvas) 

Co-requisites None Delivery Method Online 

 

Instructor 
Information 

Abraham Salinas-Miranda, MD, PhD;                   
Erica LeCounte, MPH; Hannah Hopkins, CPH 
(provisional) 

Office location: None 

asalinas@usf.edu; elecounte@usf.edu 
hannahhopkins@usf.edu  

Office hours: By appointment only 

Please include Instructor and TA on all 
communications; prefer internal Canvas email 

Preferred method of contact: 
Email 

Reply Policy: Students can expect a reply within 24 hours if sent during the week and 36-
48 hours if sent during a weekend 

 

Teaching 
Assistant 
Information 

(Delete section 
if course does 
not have a TA)  

Jessica Gillette, BA; Chinwendu Ilonzo, BS Office location: None 

gillettej@usf.edu; chinwendui@usf.edu Office hours: By appointment only 

Please include Instructor and TA on all 
communications; prefer internal Canvas email 

Preferred method of contact: 
Email 

Reply Policy: Students can expect a reply within 24 hours if sent during the week and 36-
48 hours if sent during a weekend 

 

http://my.usf.edu/
mailto:asalinas@usf.edu
mailto:elecounte@usf.edu
mailto:hannahhopkins@usf.edu
mailto:gillettej@usf.edu
mailto:chinwendui@usf.edu


Course Requirements 

Required 
Materials 

Textbook available online 
1. Go to https://www.bkstr.com/usftampastore or other online vendors such 

as amazon.com 

 
2. Search for and select book by Title, ISBN, or 

Author ISBN: 978-1-284-20025-6 
Title: Kotch’s Maternal and Child Health: Problems, Programs, and 
Policy in Public Health, 4th Edition 

              Author: Russell S. Kirby & Sarah Verbiest 
 

3. Add the book to your cart and pay using a credit card or access code. 
 

Note: the first three chapters are available under the sample materials tab at: 
https://www.jblearning.com/health-sciences-professions/health/maternal-child-
health/productdetails/9781284200256#productInfo  

 Bookstore https://www.bkstr.com/usftampastore/home 

 

 
 

Recommended 
Materials 

The Community Toolbox (Free): Tools to change our world. Available at : 

https://ctb.ku.edu/en 

 
 

Technology Information 

Technology 
Requirements 

Students in all online public health courses are expected to meet the basic technology 
requirements to successfully participate in their courses. Failure to meet these 
requirements may cause problems accessing the course materials.   

It is the student's responsibility to ensure all requirements are met prior to the start of 
the semester. http://health.usf.edu/publichealth/eta/students_tech_requirements  

https://www.bkstr.com/usftampastore
https://www.jblearning.com/health-sciences-professions/health/maternal-child-health/productdetails/9781284200256#productInfo
https://www.jblearning.com/health-sciences-professions/health/maternal-child-health/productdetails/9781284200256#productInfo
https://www.bkstr.com/usftampastore/home
https://ctb.ku.edu/en
http://health.usf.edu/publichealth/eta/students_tech_requirements


 
Pre-requisite technology skills:  

Computer proficiency 

 
Special Technology Requirements for this course (if applicable):  

DSL/Cable internet connection; 

Recommended use of Windows Media Player10 for video viewing; 

MS Word or other .doc/.docx word processing software. NO WORD PERFECT 

 

Collaborate Computer Requirements (if applicable): 
Collaborate: 
http://eta.health.usf.edu/technology/Collaborate/Collaborate_Instructions.pdf 

Collaborate Ultra: 
http://eta.health.usf.edu/technology/Collaborate/CollaborateUltra_Instructions.pdf 

Technical 
Assistance 

Use the Tech Assistance button on the course website. The Tech Assistance button links 
to the Technical Support page of the Office of Educational Technology & Assessment 
website at: http://health.usf.edu/publichealth/eta/techsupport.html  Select from any of 
the available options. Students will receive a reply WITHIN 24 hours via phone or email 
based on student preference. 

During Exams: Technical assistance for exams are supported by ETA. The phone number 
will be posted on the course website.  

http://eta.health.usf.edu/technology/Collaborate/Collaborate_Instructions.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/technology/Collaborate/CollaborateUltra_Instructions.pdf
http://health.usf.edu/publichealth/eta/techsupport.html


Course Schedule 
 

Lesson 
[release date] 

Topic Assignment Due Date 

Module 1 
 
 

Overview of MCH 
 

Week 1 
 

Module 1: Introduction – Maternal and 
Child Health Overview 

 
Textbook 
• Fourth Edition Chapters 1 and 4 

Canvas 
• MCH Timeline 

(http://mchb.hrsa.gov/timeline/) 
• Maternal and Child Health Bureau 

Fact Sheet 
Mandatory Videos 

No mandatory videos this week 
Power Points 
• Course Overview 
• History of MCH 
• Contemporary MCH Issues and Trends 

 
 
Syllabus Quiz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Self-Introduction 

 
 
 

 
 

Syllabus quiz 
due by 
Thursday, 
August 25th, 
11:59 PM EST 

 
 
 
 
Self-introduction 
due by Sunday, 
August 28th, 
11:59 PM EST 

Module 2 
 

Life Course 
Perspective 

 
 

Week 2 
 

Module 2: Life Course Perspective and Socio-
Ecological Model  

 
Textbook 

• Fourth Edition Chapter 2 
Canvas 

• Lu, M & Halfon, N. Racial and 
Ethnic  Disparities in Birth 
Outcomes: A Life-  Course 
Perspective 

• Jones, C.P. (2000) Levels of Racism: 
A Theoretic Framework and a 
Gardner’s Tale 

• The Social-Ecological Model 
• The Social Determinants of Health 

Mandatory Video(s) 
• Brain Hero – Center for the Developing 

Child Harvard University 
• “Changing Paradigms in  Maternal 

and Child Health:  Innovative 
Lessons from the Life  Course” (90 
min) by Dr. Cheri Pies – UAB 

** Please watch from 5:10 – 21:57. 
The rest of the video is optional. 

• The Urban Institute and Dr. Camara 

 

Module 1 & 2 
quiz 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Module 1 & 2 
quiz due by 
Sunday, 
September 4th, 
11:59 PM EST 

http://mchb.hrsa.gov/timeline/
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section2/LuHalfon_Lifecourse.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section2/LuHalfon_Lifecourse.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section2/LuHalfon_Lifecourse.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section2/LuHalfon_Lifecourse.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section2/LuHalfon_Lifecourse.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section2/LuHalfon_Lifecourse.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section2/LuHalfon_Lifecourse.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s31HdBeBgg4&amp;amp%3Bfeature=youtu.be
http://adph.org/ALPHTN/index.asp?id=5858
http://adph.org/ALPHTN/index.asp?id=5858
http://adph.org/ALPHTN/index.asp?id=5858
http://adph.org/ALPHTN/index.asp?id=5858
http://adph.org/ALPHTN/index.asp?id=5858
http://adph.org/ALPHTN/index.asp?id=5858


Lesson 
[release date] 

Topic Assignment Due Date 

Phyllis Jones – The Cliff of Good 
Health (5 min) 

PowerPoint(s) 
• Life Course Perspective 
• Overview of Child Health 
 

Supplemental Videos and Resources 

• Halfon, Larson, Lu, Tullis, Russ (2014). 
Lifecourse Health Development: Past, 
Present and Future. Maternal and 
Child Health Journal, 18:344-365. DOI 
10.1007/s10995-013-1346-2. 

• Rural Health Information 
Hub. Ecological Models  
 

Module 3 
 
 

Pregnancy and 
Prenatal Care 

 
Week 3 

 

Module 3: Pregnancy and Childbirth 
 

Textbook 
• Fourth Edition Chapter 7 

Canvas 
• Memo Assignment Guidelines 
• Purdue Online Writing Lab: Memos 

(http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/r  
esource/590/1/) 

Mandatory Video(s) 
• Alexander Tsiaras: Conception to birth 

visualized 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f 
KyljukBE70 
**Please watch from 2.00 – 6.00 The rest 
is optional. This clip shows the 
development of the fetus from 
conception to birth. 

• What babies learn before they’re born 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgvfv
dFFrb4 

PowerPoint(s) 
• Prenatal Care and Pregnancy 
• Pregnancy Terminology 

 
 
 

Topic Selection & 
Statement of the 
Problem  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic selection 
and 
Statement  of  
the  Problem 
due by Sunday, 
September 11th, 
11:59 PM EST 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section2/lifePerspectives/presentation.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section2/overview/presentation.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3890560/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3890560/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3890560/
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/health-promotion/2/theories-and-models/ecological
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/590/1/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/590/1/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/590/1/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKyljukBE70
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKyljukBE70
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKyljukBE70
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/prenatalCare/presentation.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/pregnancyTerminology/presentation.html


Lesson 
[release date] 

Topic Assignment Due Date 

Module 3 
 

Childbirth 
 

Week 4 
 

Textbook 
No required textbook reading this week. 

Canvas 
• Miesnick et al. (2007) “A review of  

issues surrounding medically  elective 
cesarean delivery” (PDF) 

• APATutorial 
• APA Style Sheet 
• APA Sample 
• Reference Page Sample 

Mandatory Video(s) 
• Labor and Birth/ Baby Center 
• 3D Medical Animation Cesarean Birth  (C-

section) 
PowerPoint(s) 
• Childbirth and Prenatal Education 
• Labor and Birth process 

 

Discussion #1:  
Initial Post 
 
 
 
 

Discussion #1: 
Response post 
 

 

 
 
Discussion #1: 
Initial Post due 
by Wednesday, 
September 14th, 
11:59 PM EST 

 
Discussion #1: 
Response Post 
due by Sunday, 
September 18th, 
11:59 PM EST 
 

Module 3 
 

Preterm birth and 
infant mortality 

 
Week 5 

 
 

Textbook 
• No required textbook reading this 

week. 
Canvas 
• March of Dimes Fact sheet on  

preterm birth; 
• MacDorman (2008) Recent trends in  

infant mortality (PDF) 
Mandatory Video(s) 
• Low Birth Weight's Impact on the  

Health Care System 
• The Mystery of Black-White  

Differences in Infant Mortality 
• The Unspoken Truth: Infant Mortality 

+ Low Birth Weight 
PowerPoint(s) 
• Preterm Birth and Infant Mortality 

 

Module 3 quiz 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Module 3 quiz 
due by Sunday, 
September 25th, 
11:59 PM EST 
 
 
 

Module 4 
 

Week 6 
 

Infancy and 
toddlerhood – 
Physical and 

cognitive 

Module 4: Infant and Child Health 
 
Textbook 
• Fourth Edition Chapter 8 

Mandatory Video(s) 
• Developmental milestones 

PowerPoint(s) 
• Infancy and Toddlerhood-Physical  

 
 
 
 
Infographic 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Infographic 
due by 
Sunday, 
October 2nd, 
11:59PM, EST 

http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/cSection.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/cSection.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/cSection.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/cSection.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/cSection.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/cSection.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/APApresentation/player.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Memo/APA%20Citation%20and%20Referencing%201%202%2013.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Memo/APAsample.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Memo/refpage.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgZ5z6RB06c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyN48VnRYUY&amp;feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyN48VnRYUY&amp;feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyN48VnRYUY&amp;feature=youtu.be
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/F14/Section3/Education/presentation.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/Labor/presentation.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/Pretermbirth_MOD.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/Pretermbirth_MOD.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/Pretermbirth_MOD.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/trendsInfantMortality.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/trendsInfantMortality.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/trendsInfantMortality.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wF-upq7APV8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wF-upq7APV8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wF-upq7APV8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INc1a6u8yP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INc1a6u8yP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INc1a6u8yP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INc1a6u8yP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxHmrq75mNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxHmrq75mNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxHmrq75mNI
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section3/pretermBirth/presentation.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0fnBTUuRIA
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section4/PhysicalDevelopment/presentation.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section4/PhysicalDevelopment/presentation.html


Lesson 
[release date] 

Topic Assignment Due Date 

development 
 
 

Week 7 
 

Infancy and 
Toddlerhood – 
Psychosocial 
Development 

and Child Health 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 8 
 

Writing Memos 

development 
• Newborn Nutrition and Feeding 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Textbook 
•  Fourth Edi t ion 

Chapter  9  
Canvas 
• Skolnik, R. (2013). “Chapter 10-Child  

Health” (PDF) 
• The Science of Neglect: The  Persistent 

Absence of Responsive  Care Disrupts 
the Developing Brain (PDF) 

Mandatory Video(s) 
• Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) – 

A TED talk by Dr. Nadine Burke Harris 
• Learn the Signs - Act Early 
• Psychosocial development 

PowerPoint(s) 
• Infancy and Toddlerhood –  

Psychosocial Development 
Supplemental Videos and 
Resources 
Personal and Parental Reflections on  
Adverse Childhood Experiences 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Textbook 

No required reading. 
Canvas 

• APATutorial 
• APA Style Sheet 
• APA Sample 
• Reference Page Sample 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 4 quiz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advocacy Opinion 
Post 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 4 quiz 
due by 
Sunday, 
October 9th, 
11:59 PM, 
EST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advocacy 
Opinion Post 
due by 
Sunday, 
October 16th, 
11:59 PM EST 

 
 

Module 5 
 

Week 9 
 

 
Adolescent 

health,  
physical and 

cognitive 

Module 5: Adolescent Health 
 
Textbook 
• Fourth Edition Chapter 10 

Canvas 
• Coleman et al “Engaging Families  in 

the Fight against the  Overweight 
epidemic among Children” (PDF) 

PowerPoint(s) 
• Adolescent Health 

 
 
Module 5 Quiz 

 
Module 5 
Quiz due by 
Sunday 
October 23rd, 
11:59 PM EST 
 
 

http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section4/PhysicalDevelopment/presentation.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section4/Feeding/player.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section4/Chpt10-Child%20Health-Global%20health%20101-2nd%20ed%20APHA.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section4/Chpt10-Child%20Health-Global%20health%20101-2nd%20ed%20APHA.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section4/Chpt10-Child%20Health-Global%20health%20101-2nd%20ed%20APHA.pdf
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp12/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp12/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp12/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp12/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp12/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp12/
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/multimedia/video.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GW6u_NO2Kg
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/F15/InfancyToddlerhood_PsycologicalDevelopment/presentation.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/F15/InfancyToddlerhood_PsycologicalDevelopment/presentation.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/F15/InfancyToddlerhood_PsycologicalDevelopment/presentation.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUJHvbPrL0I&amp;feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUJHvbPrL0I&amp;feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUJHvbPrL0I&amp;feature=youtu.be
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/APApresentation/player.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Memo/APA%20Citation%20and%20Referencing%201%202%2013.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Memo/APAsample.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Memo/refpage.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section5/EngagingFamilies.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section5/EngagingFamilies.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section5/EngagingFamilies.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section5/EngagingFamilies.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section5/EngagingFamilies.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section5/EngagingFamilies.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section5/EngagingFamilies.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section5/AdolescentHealth/player.html


Lesson 
[release date] 

Topic Assignment Due Date 

development 
 

Child/Adolescent 
Health: Focus on 

Obesity 

• Childhood Obesity 
• Unintentional Injury 

Module 6 
 

Week 10 
 

 

Nutrition 
through the 

lifespan 
 

 
 
 

Week 11 
 

Heredity 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Week 12 
 

Preconception 

Module 6: Reproductive Health 
 

Textbook 
• Fourth Edition Chapter 13 

Mandatory Video(s) 
• Preconception Nutrition 
• Pregnancy Nutrition 
• Benefits of Breastfeeding 

PowerPoint(s) 
• Nutrition Through the Lifespan 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Textbook 
• No required textbook reading. 

Canvas 
• Early Experiences can alter gene  

expression and affect long-term 
development 

Mandatory Video(s) 
• Life’s Greatest Miracle: Passing on 

Your DNA 
• Epigenetics and Diet 

PowerPoint(s) 
• Nutritional genomics and Epigenetics 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Textbook 
• No required textbook reading. 

Canvas 
• Harelick et al. (2011) Preconception  

Health and low SES 
Mandatory Video(s) 

• Get Ready for Pregnancy (First video 
3:18 minutes) 
(http://www.marchofdimes.org/pre 
gnancy/your-checkup-before- 
pregnancy.aspx) 

PowerPoint(s) 
• Preconception Health 

 
Optional Draft 
Memo 
Assignment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion #2:  
Initial post 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion #2: 
Response due 
 
 
 
 
Module 6 quiz 
 
 
*Instructor 
providers 
feedback to 
students on 
memo drafts* 
 
 

 
*Optional Memo 
Assignment 
DRAFT due by 
Sunday, October 
30th at 11:59 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion #2: 
Initial post due 
by Wednesday, 
November 2nd, 
11:59 PM EST 
 
 
 

Discussion #2: 
Response due 
by Sunday, 
November 6th, 
11:59 PM EST 
 
 
 

 
Module 6 quiz 
due by Sunday 
November 13th, 
11:59 PM EST 

http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section5/Obesity/player.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section5/UnintentionalInjuries/player.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHkaMvxFJ8w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_5preRyosY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ozkrl62AuvI
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section6/Nutrition/player.html
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp10/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp10/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp10/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp10/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp10/
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section6/Epi/player.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section6/preconceptionHealth.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section6/preconceptionHealth.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section6/preconceptionHealth.pdf
http://www.marchofdimes.org/pregnancy/your-checkup-before-pregnancy.aspx
http://www.marchofdimes.org/pre%20gnancy/your-checkup-before-%20pregnancy.aspx
http://www.marchofdimes.org/pre%20gnancy/your-checkup-before-%20pregnancy.aspx
http://www.marchofdimes.org/pre%20gnancy/your-checkup-before-%20pregnancy.aspx
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section6/Preconception/player.html


Lesson 
[release date] 

Topic Assignment Due Date 

 
 
 

Module 7 
 

Week 13 
 
Introduction to 

Women’s 
Health 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 14 
Thanksgiving 

 
 

Week 15 
 

Family Planning 

Module 7: Women’s Health 
 

Textbook  
•  Fourth Edi t ion 

Chapter  5  
Canvas 
• Why Do People Postpone 

Parenthood  
Mandatory Video(s) 
• What is Feminism Today? 

PowerPoint(s) 
• Introduction to Women’s Health 
• Women’s Sexuality 
• Women’s Health Special Topics 

 
 
 
 
 
Textbook 
• Fourth Edition Chapter 6 
Mandatory Video(s) 
• Contraceptives 101 
PowerPoint(s) 
• Family Planning (Contraception and 

Abortion) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Module 7 quiz 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Module 7 
quiz due by 
Sunday, 
December 
4th, 11:59 PM 
EST 

 

Module 8 
 

Policy and 
Practice 

 
Week 16 

 

Module 8: Maternal and Child Health 
Intervention: Policy and Practice 
 
Textbook  
•  Fourth Edi t ion 

Chapter  21 
Canvas 
• Knitzer et al. (2006). “Helping  the 

Final Memo 
assignment 

 

 

 
 
 

Memo 
assignment 
final due by 
Wednesday, 
December 7th, 
11:59 PM EST 

 

http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section7/Postponing%20Parenthood%20Paper.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h96JrT8Qpeo
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section7/Intro/presentation.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section7/Sex/player.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section7/Special/presentation.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyU880oHSxM
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section7/Planning/player.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section7/Planning/player.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/2006knitzernadlefkowitz.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/2006knitzernadlefkowitz.pdf


Lesson 
[release date] 

Topic Assignment Due Date 

most vulnerable infants,  toddlers, 
and their families” (PDF) 

• Misra et al. (2003). “Integrated  
Perinatal Health Framework: A  
multiple determinants model  with a 
life span approach” (PDF) 

Mandatory Video(s) 
• Child maltreatment 

PowerPoint(s) 
• Policy and Practice of MCH 
• Intimate Partner Violence 
• The History of the HPV Vaccine 

Supplemental Videos and 
Resources 
• International father involvement 
• Pies et al. (2011) “Integrating  the 

Life Course Perspective  into a Local 
Maternal and Child  Health 
Program.” 

• Textbook: Chapters 3 and 18 
Websites of Interest 
• Healthy Start Florida 
• Hillsborough County Health  

Department 
• Florida Department of Health -  MCH 
• March of Dimes 
• Futures without Violence 
• Champions for Children 
• MCH Bureau 
• CDC Maternal and Child Health 
• Association of Teachers of MCH 
• Childbirth Connection 
• OpenCourseWare 
• Coalition for Improving  Maternity Health 

Module 8 quiz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Module 8 quiz 
due by Thursday 
December 8th, 
11:59 PM EST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/2006knitzernadlefkowitz.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/2006knitzernadlefkowitz.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/2006knitzernadlefkowitz.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/2006knitzernadlefkowitz.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/Perinatal_Health_Framework.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/Perinatal_Health_Framework.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/Perinatal_Health_Framework.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/Perinatal_Health_Framework.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/Perinatal_Health_Framework.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/Perinatal_Health_Framework.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/Perinatal_Health_Framework.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/Perinatal_Health_Framework.pdf
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/Perinatal_Health_Framework.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFY-mV_MP9U
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/Policy/presentation.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/IntimatePartner/player.html
http://eta.health.usf.edu/publichealth/HSC4579/Section8/HPV_Vaccine/player.html
http://globalhealthafrica.org/2013/05/20/the-role-of-fathers-in-maternal-and-child-health/?goback=.gde_120372_member_242586270
https://www2.aap.org/commpeds/htpcp/Training/Life_Course_Handout-2.pdf
https://www2.aap.org/commpeds/htpcp/Training/Life_Course_Handout-2.pdf
https://www2.aap.org/commpeds/htpcp/Training/Life_Course_Handout-2.pdf
https://www2.aap.org/commpeds/htpcp/Training/Life_Course_Handout-2.pdf
https://www2.aap.org/commpeds/htpcp/Training/Life_Course_Handout-2.pdf
https://www2.aap.org/commpeds/htpcp/Training/Life_Course_Handout-2.pdf
https://www2.aap.org/commpeds/htpcp/Training/Life_Course_Handout-2.pdf
http://www.healthystartflorida.com/
http://hillsborough.floridahealth.gov/
http://hillsborough.floridahealth.gov/
http://hillsborough.floridahealth.gov/
http://www.floridahealth.gov/%5C/programs-and-services/childrens-health/index.html
http://www.floridahealth.gov/%5C/programs-and-services/childrens-health/index.html
http://www.marchofdimes.com/
http://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/
http://championsforchildrentampabay.org/
http://mchb.hrsa.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/maternalinfanthealth/index.html
http://www.atmch.org/
http://www.childbirthconnection.org/
http://ocw.jhsph.edu/
http://motherfriendly.org/IBCoalitionMembers/
http://motherfriendly.org/IBCoalitionMembers/


Grading Policies and Procedures 
 

Grading Scale 

Letter Grade Percentage (%) Total points 
A 90 - 100 496.8 - 552 
B 80 - 89 441.6 - 496.7 
C 70 - 79 386.4 - 441.5 
D 60 - 69 331.2 - 386.3 
F 0 - 59 < 386.2 

 
 
Incomplete ("I") Grade: Students who are unable to complete all requirements of the course for 
circumstances beyond their control may request to receive an "I" grade to allow for completion of the 
remaining coursework the next semester(s). 
Undergraduate: https://catalog.usf.edu/content.php?catoid=13&navoid=1578#i-grade-policy 
Graduate: https://catalog.usf.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=1375#academic-standards-and-grades 
 
Grading Criteria 

Students will be graded individually on points earned divided by total number of points. There will be no 
curve and grades will not be rounded. 

 
Total Points Available:  552 

 
This course does not allow the S / U grading option.  To receive an incomplete, you must have 
completed half of the required assignments and have obtained a passing grade.  Incomplete grades 
are given at the discretion of the instructor. 

 
Assessment of discussion board participation and the final memo assignment are graded by the 
instructor with the help of scoring rubrics, which may be reviewed on Canvas by all students. 
Quizzes are graded by Canvas. Each quiz question is worth 2 points. 

 
Refer to section of the syllabus - titled Course Schedule. 

 
Plagiarized and Self-Plagiarized assignments will be given a grade of zero and are subject to possible 
further disciplinary action. Assignments such as the Memo Assignment in this course are reviewed by 
plagiarism detection software (Turnitin), and provide the instructor with a detailed plagiarism report. If 
you are ever unsure concerning your assignment, it is always better to double check with your 
instructor BEFORE submission. 

 
The course is asynchronous with regular assessments. The student will be required to complete 
learning activities as specified by each module. 

1. Self-introduction 
2. Topic selection assignment 
3. 2 Discussion board assignments 
4. Infographic assignment 
5. 8 Quizzes (7 module quizzes and 1 syllabus quiz) 
6. Advocacy opinion post 

https://catalog.usf.edu/content.php?catoid=13&navoid=1578#i-grade-policy
https://catalog.usf.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=1375#academic-standards-and-grades


7. A final written assignment (i.e., professional memo) with an optional draft memo 
assignment (instructor will provide feedback but the assignment will not be graded). 
 
 

Graded Assignments 
Syllabus Quiz The Syllabus Quiz covers items and key terms presented within this course’s 

syllabus and glossary. 
 
This quiz is worth 12 points, and is due on Thursday, August 25th at 11:59 pm 
EST.  
 
This quiz will count as your first day attendance! 

Self- 
Introduction 

The purpose of this activity is to briefly introduce yourselves to the instructors 
and your peers. Students may also post a current, appropriate photo of themself 
(this may be a good opportunity to update your profile picture if you so  
choose) as well as a written introduction of at least one paragraph in the 
specified thread. Students should include: 

 
• where they are from; 
• their academic year and major; 
• maternal and child health topics of specific interest; 
• professional goals; 
• and something interesting about themselves. 

This activity is worth 10 points. See Course Schedule for due date. 

Quizzes There are selected chapters, articles and videos for each of the 8 modules in this 
course. Students will need to read and view all assignments to do well on the 
quizzes. Quiz questions are drawn from all required materials (book chapters, power 
point presentations including narratives, articles, audio lectures & videos). Students 
must work alone on the quizzes. Quizzes are considered “open book” and students 
may refer to their textbook and articles if they need to verify the correct answer to a 
question. Quizzes are to be completed only by the student registered for the course 
--students are not allowed to work together with other students or with any other 
individual. 

Quizzes are meant to test a factual understanding of the readings and presentations. 
 
They are multiple choice and true/false questions meant to assess pertinent 
information in a straightforward manner. Questions for the quizzes are part of a test 
bank of questions and are randomly assigned to students. No two quizzes are alike. 
 
The quizzes will be posted on Monday. You will have until Sunday at 11:59pm EST to 
open and take the quiz – The exception to this is Module 8 Quiz which is due on 
Friday of the last week of class as per academic calendar requirements. 
 
Each quiz is worth 50 points. Be sure to note the due date for each quiz. Each quiz 
includes 25 questions, worth 2 points each. Quizzes are timed and limited to 60 
minutes. Students will be able to review their quiz only by request. At such time, 
the instructor will choose the most appropriate method to do so. 



Topic Selection  
 
“Statement of 
the Problem” 

Part 1: Students must choose a Maternal or Child Health topic for the Advocacy 
Opinion Post, the Infographic, and the Memo Assignment. Topic choices can be 
found on the assignment page. Students will sign-up by clicking the link for the sign-
up Wiki found at the top of the assignment page. Click “edit this page” to add your 
name next to your preferred topic and click “save changes” when are you done. 
More detailed instructions are provided on the sign-up Wiki page.  
 
TOPICS ARE FIRST COME FIRST SERVE. DO NOT delete another student’s name and 
replace it with your own. No topic can be chosen by more than one student. 
 
Part 2: The “Statement of the Problem” is a brief paragraph about your selected 
topic. In two-to-four sentences, briefly define the problem and identify a specific 
maternal and child health sub-population that is affected by the issue.  
 
You will receive 5 points for completing this activity.  

Infographic Students must develop an infographic based on the MCH topic selected. 
Infographics are an innovative and engaging method of visually communicating 
information in a colorful and concise manner. Evidence suggests that the 
representation of information in graphic format enhances our understanding and 
ability to make decisions. Therefore, we ask our students to learn about the MCH 
problem chosen and transmit that information using an infographic. Parts of the 
infographic may include:  
(1) What is the problem? (Define and explain its significance as a public health 
problem) 
2) How big is the problem (e.g., key statistics, overall trends, costs)?  
3) Who does it affect the most? 
4) Why is this problem important to MCH? 
 
Resources to create infographics: 
https://moz.com/blog/10-tools-for-creating-infographics-visualizations 
https://en.rockcontent.com/blog/11-infographics-about-infographics/ Examples: 
https://www.apha.org/news-and-media/multimedia/infographics 
 
This activity is worth 10 points. See Course Schedule for due date.  

https://moz.com/blog/10-tools-for-creating-infographics-visualizations
https://en.rockcontent.com/blog/11-infographics-about-infographics/
https://www.apha.org/news-and-media/multimedia/infographics


Discussion 
Assignments 

During the semester two discussion questions will be posted by the instructor (due 
dates appear in the Discussion Assignments section). Each discussion assignment 
will total 30 points. Threads will be provided within the Discussion Board for each 
Group. Each student is expected to review the discussion board regularly. Every 
student must first develop an intellectual opinion about the subject answering the 
questions provided and then provide a thought-provoking overall response to their 
group peers’ opinions. 
 
The Initial Post (“Opinion Post”) 
Students will post their thoughts on the topic based on other published, peer- 
reviewed articles or readings. To receive credit for initial postings, each student will 
cite at least one reference from a peer reviewed journal source and post an opinion 
of at least 250 words to a maximum of 350 words. 
 
A maximum of 18 points are available for the initial post. 
 
Response Post 
After reading all the initial (opinion) posts from their Group, the student will post 
one response post of at least 250 words to a maximum of 350 words on a separate 
thread. In this response post, each student must provide a thoughtful reflection on 
their group members’ opinions on the assigned topic. Please do not respond to just 
one group member, as stated, your response should be a thoughtful reflection of 
your other Group members’ opinions on the assigned topic. Be sure to note areas in 
which agreements or disagreements occur among group members, and why. See 
the discussion-grading rubric in Canvas for more details on how the response post 
will be evaluated. 
 
A maximum of 12 points are available for the response post 
. 
NOTE: This is an important learning activity. Students should review and be 
familiar with the grading rubric, available under this assignment in Canvas, as well as 
other guidelines posted on Canvas. 

 
Advocacy 
Opinion Post 

 
Students will have chosen a Maternal or Child Health topic to advocate for as part of 
the Topic Selection Assignment. A general discussion board thread will be available 
on Canvas for students to post a message about their chosen topic. This post must 
include: 
 
• At least 2-3 sentences explaining why the topic is important to MCH with 
supporting information or opinions on why the topic is a concern and will 
continue to be a concern in the future. 
• At least 2-3 sentences demonstrating how big the problem is (magnitude, extent 
of the problem, statistics) and identifying at least one specific demographic group 
that is most affected by the issue. For example, people of a particular age group, 
racial or ethnic group, income level, education level, etc.  
• At least 2-3 sentences on possible solutions that can be applied to improve 
MCH outcomes in regards to the selected topic. 
 
The Advocacy Opinion Post is worth 5 points. See Course Schedule for due date. 



Memo 
Assignment 

Students will write a final assignment that builds upon previously completed 
assignments (MCH topic selection, infographic, and advocacy opinion) and write a 
short memo (E-memo) to the leadership of MCH student organization or faculty at 
USF to motivate them to act on the selected topic (with the infographic as 
attachment). 
 
A memo in the digital era is really a well-crafted email (professional Memo-
formatted paper) detailing the significance of their selected topic based on their 
findings from a short literature review. This assignment will be 1-3 full single-
spaced pages in length and will be required to follow APA format. Specific 
guidelines for this assignment will be provided to students on a separate document, 
via Canvas. Students must carefully read and follow the instructions for this 
assignment. 
 
Students can optionally submit a draft version of their memo assignment by Sunday, 
October 30th, 11:59 PM EST to receive feedback from the instructor. This optional 
submission is not graded. 
 
The instructor will review submitted memo drafts and provide detailed individual 
feedback by Sunday, November 13th, 11:59 PM EST. There will also be an online 
LIVE memo session scheduled around this time to respond to students’ questions 
and concerns. 
 
ALL students must submit a final version of their memo assignment for grading to 
the Instructor by Wednesday, December 7th, 11:59 PM EST. 
 
The Memo assignment is worth 100 points. 
 
NOTE: Details about the requirements and grading rubric for this assignment will be 
provided. 

 

Assessment Percent of Final Grade 
Syllabus Quiz (12 points) 2.2% 
Self-Introduction (10 points) 1.8% 
Quizzes (350 points) 63.4% 
Topic Selection and Statement of the Problem (5 points) 0.3% 
Infographic (10 points) 0.6% 
Discussion Assignments (60 points) 10.9% 
Advocacy Opinion Post (5 points) 0.9% 
Memo Assignment (100 points) 19.9% 

Total 100% 
 
 
 
 
 



Grading Policies 

Late Assignments/Quizzes Policy 
 

Only with acceptable documentation of a valid and acceptable reason for missing the exam 
(doctor’s notes, receipt or invoice from service provider, etcetera) within 48 hours of the missed 
assignment, and the student will be able to take a missed quiz or submit a missed assignment 
and receive FULL CREDIT. The time by which the missed quiz or assignment should be completed 
will be arranged between the instructor and the student. Quizzes that are left untaken will be 
marked as a zero. Late assignments without a valid and acceptable reason as mentioned above 
will not be permitted and are at the discretion of the instructor. 

 
NOTE: Any technical issues that prevent you from accessing or completing a quiz or submitting an 
assignment must be reported to ETA and the instructor immediately. You can contact ETA by calling 
813-974-1666 during regular business hours, clicking the Tech Assistance link on the home page of 
the course. 

 
    Incomplete Policy 
 

This course does not allow the S / U grading option. To receive an incomplete, you must have completed 
half of the required assignments and have obtained a passing grade. Incomplete grades are given at the 
discretion of the instructor. 

 
COPH policy: http://publichealth.usf.edu/academicaffairs/academic_procedures.html 

 
Academic Integrity: The College of Public Health considers academic integrity to be a critical component of higher 
education. It can be useful for students to collaborate when studying and learning course material.  And, in some 
cases, certain social media platforms can be used to help facilitate learning. However, the use of technology (such 
as StuDocu, GroupMe, CourseHero, SnapChat, etc.) to cheat is in violation of the academic integrity policy at USF. 
This includes sharing exam questions, taking exams together, posting previous assignments, downloading 
assignments/course content from unapproved sources, directly copying content from outside sources (plagiarism), 
purchasing or soliciting content, or participating in discussions related to cheating.  
 
Students who witness cheating, such as in an online chat, even if they are not actively participating, are required to 
report the activity. Awareness of cheating without reporting it is called complicity. Complicity also bears penalty 
according to the USF academic integrity policy.  
 
The College of Public Health will impose sanctions for plagiarism, cheating, and complicity that are in direct 
violation of USF's academic integrity policy. This may include a zero on an assignment/exam, failure of a course, 
assignment of an FF course grade, which indicates academic dishonesty on the student’s USF record, or dismissal 
from the University. See the Institutional Policies for more details. 
 

http://publichealth.usf.edu/academicaffairs/academic_procedures.html
https://www.usf.edu/provost/faculty/core-syllabus-policy-statements.aspx
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Course Competencies and Objectives 
                                                                                                                    Alignment Matrix 

CONCENTRATION COMPETENCIES (CC): 
BS-Public Health 

 COURSE OBJECTIVES: HSC 4579 MEETS CC ASSESSMENT(S) MODULE # 

1. History and philosophy of public health as 
well as its core values, concepts and 
functions across the globe and in society 

2. Basic concepts, methods and tools of public 
health data collection, use and analysis and 
why evidence-based approaches are an 
essential part of public health practice 

3. Concepts of population health, and the basic 
processes, approaches and interventions that 
identify and address the major health-related 
needs and concerns of populations 

4. Underlying science of human health and 
disease, including opportunities for 
promoting and protecting health across the 
life course 

5. Socioeconomic, behavioral, biological, 
environmental, and other factors that impact 
human health and contribute to health 
disparities 

6. Fundamental concepts and features of 
project implementation, including planning, 
assessment, and evaluation 

7. Fundamental characteristics and 
organizational structures of the US health 
system as well as the differences between 
systems in other countries 

8. Basic concepts of legal, ethical, economic 
and regulatory dimensions of health care 
and public health policy and the roles, 

Describe the historical background and 
contemporary trends of maternal and 
child health 
 
Describe the Life Course Perspective as 
it pertains to maternal and child health 
 
 
Explain the pertinent issues related to 
women’s health 
 
 
Describe the biological and 
psychological basis of health and 
disease within the perinatal continuum 
(i.e., preconception, interconception, 
pregnancy, childbirth, postpartum, 
newborn, child) 
 
Explain pregnancy and childbirth 
 
 
Identify the common complications of 
pregnancy for the mother and baby, 
including the causes of low birthweight 
and premature infants 
 
Discuss factors related to infant health 
and toddlerhood 
 

1, 7, 8, 10 
 
 
 

1, 4 
 
 
 

5, 8, 11 
 
 
 

1, 3, 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3, 11 
 
 

1, 4  
 
 
 
 

1, 3, 4, 11 
 
 

Module 1 & 2 Quiz 
 
 
 

Module 1 & 2 Quiz 
Group participation for 

module 2 
 

Module 7 Quiz 
Group participation for 

module 7 
 

Module 6 Quiz 
Discussion #2 

 
 
 
 
 

Module 3 Quiz 
Discussion #1 

 
Module 3 Quiz 
Discussion #2 

 
 
 

Module 4 Quiz 
Advocacy Opinion Post 

Memo Assignment 

1, 2 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 

3, 6 
 
 
 
 

4, 8 
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influences and responsibilities of the 
different agencies and branches of 
government 

9. Basic concepts of public health-specific 
communication, including technical and 
professional writing and the use of mass 
media and electronic technology 

10. The concepts and applications of basic 
statistics 

11. The foundations of biological and life 
sciences 

Public Health Foundational Competencies  
12. The ability to communicate public health 

information, in both oral and written forms, 
through a variety of media and to diverse 
audiences 

13. The ability to locate, use, evaluate and 
synthesize public health information 
 

Discuss factors related to adolescent 
health 
 
 
 
Identify the common causes of 
morbidity and mortality among 
children and adolescents 
 
 
Identify examples of maternal and 
child health intervention, programs 
and public health policies in the 
United States 
 
Understand general maternal and 
child health policy and practice 

1, 3, 4, 10, 11 
 
 
 
 

1, 3, 4, 9 
 
 
 
 

1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 
8, 9 

 
 
 

1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 
9 

Module 5 Quiz 
Infographic 

Advocacy Opinion Post 
Memo Assignment 

 
Module 5 Quiz 

Infographic 
Advocacy Opinion Post 

Memo Assignment 
 

Module 8 Quiz  
Advocacy Opinion Post 

Memo assignment 
 
 

Module 8 Quiz  
Advocacy Opinion Post 

Memo assignment 
 
 

4, 5, 8 
 
 
 
 

4, 5, 8, 
Writing 

Workshop 
 
 

4, 8, 
Writing 

Workshop 
 
 

4, 8, 
Writing 

Workshop 
 

*Assessment Types: Quizzes, Discussion Board, MCH Infographic, Advocacy Opinion Post, Memo 
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Course Policies 
 

Online Attendance and Participation 

As this is an online class, attendance and participation is viewed as regular entry into the class within 
Canvas, timely submission of all assignments and completion of quizzes, and active participation in the 
online discussion board assignment. Make sure to check your email and Canvas several times per week, 
as this is the way for the instructors to communicate with you. 
 

First Day Attendance: You must complete the syllabus quiz by Thursday, August 25th at 11:59 PM EST. This 
will count as your first day attendance. Anyone who has not completed the syllabus quiz by this deadline will 
be dropped from the course. 

 
All students must comply with university policies and posted signs regarding COVID-19 mitigation measures, 
including wearing face coverings and maintaining social distancing.  Failure to do so may result in dismissal 
from class, referral to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development, and possible removal from 
campus.  Click here for more details. 
 
See Institutional Policies link for Statement of Academic Continuity.

 

Instructor Expectations 

All unauthorized recordings of class are prohibited. Recordings that accommodate individual student needs 
must be approved in advance and may be used for personal use during the semester only; redistribution is 
prohibited. 
 

• Students are expected to stay current on course readings and course content. It is critical that 
students listen to all course lectures. Information on quizzes may be included on audio recordings 
that are not included in PowerPoint notes alone. 

• Students are encouraged to participate in course discussion and ask questions to promote 
critical thinking and stay engaged in the course content. 

• Students are also expected to follow all guidelines as described in the Netiquette section. 
• Students in this course can expect to be treated fairly and respectfully by their instructor as well as 

their classmates. 
 
Plagiarism 
 
Avoiding Plagiarism: http://www.lib.usf.edu/guides/avoiding-plagiarism/ 
Turnitin: http://turnitin.com/en_us/training/student-training/submitting-a-paper 
Using Turnitin in Canvas: http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4212/l/64908-how-do-i-submit-a-turnitin- 
assignment 
 
Students are reminded it is not acceptable to represent the work of others as their own. This is called 
plagiarism or literary theft. It includes submission of another student’s original work or the presentation of 
work, ideas, representations or words of others without acknowledgement of 
the source (citation). The following clarification appears in the USF Student Handbook to better guide 
you about academic dishonesty: 

1. Every direct quotation must be identified by quotation marks or appropriate indentation and must 
be properly acknowledged by parenthetical citation in the text or in a footnote or endnote. 

https://www.usf.edu/provost/faculty/core-syllabus-policy-statements.aspx
http://www.lib.usf.edu/guides/avoiding-plagiarism/
http://turnitin.com/en_us/training/student-training/submitting-a-paper
http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4212/l/64908-how-do-i-submit-a-turnitin-assignment
http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4212/l/64908-how-do-i-submit-a-turnitin-assignment
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2. When material from another source is paraphrased or summarized in whole or in part in one’s own 
words, that source must be acknowledged in a footnote or endnote, or by parenthetical citation in 
the text. 

3. Information gained in reading or research that is not common professional knowledge must be 
acknowledged in a parenthetical citation in the text or in a footnote or endnote. 

4. This prohibition includes, but is not limited to, the use of papers, reports, projects, and other such 
materials prepared by someone else (Academic Integrity of Students, University of South Florida 
Undergraduate Catalogue) 

 
The penalty for academic dishonesty may include an “F” or zero in the submitted assignment which can be used to 
determine the final course grade. 
 

Source: 
http://www.ugs.usf.edu/policy/academicintegrityofstudents.pdf 

 
Disruption to Academic Process 

Disruptive students in the academic setting hinder the educational process. Disruption of the academic 
process is defined as the act, words, or general conduct of a student in a classroom or other academic 
environment which in the reasonable estimation of the instructor: (a) directs attention away from the 
academic matters at hand, such as noisy distractions, persistent, disrespectful or abusive interruption of 
lecture, exam, academic discussion, or general University operations, or (b) presents a danger to the health, 
safety, or well-being of self or other persons. 

 
Student Academic Grievance Procedures 

The purpose of these procedures is to provide all undergraduate and graduate students taking courses within 
the University of South Florida System an opportunity for objective review of facts and events pertinent to the 
cause of the academic grievance. An “academic grievance” is a claim that a specific academic decision or 
action that affects that student’s academic record or status has violated published policies and procedures, 
or has been applied to the grievant in a manner different from that used for other students. 
 
Disability Access 

Students with disabilities are responsible for registering with Students with Disabilities Services (SDS) in order 
to receive academic accommodations. SDS encourages students to notify instructors of accommodation 
needs at least 5 business days prior to needing the accommodation. A letter from SDS must accompany this 
request. 
 
Sexual Misconduct/Sexual Harassment Reporting 

USF is committed to providing an environment free from sex discrimination, including sexual harassment and 
sexual violence (USF System Policy 0-004). The USF Center for Victim Advocacy and Violence Prevention is a 
confidential resource where you can talk about incidents of sexual harassment and gender-based crimes 
including sexual assault, stalking, and domestic/relationship violence. This confidential resource can help you 
without having to report your situation to either the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities (OSSR) or 
the Office of Diversity, Inclusion, and Equal Opportunity (DIEO), unless you request that they make a report. 

http://www.ugs.usf.edu/policy/academicintegrityofstudents.pdf
http://www.usf.edu/sds
http://regulationspolicies.usf.edu/policies-and-procedures/pdfs/policy-0-004.pdf
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Please be aware that in compliance with Title IX and under the USF System Policy, educators must report 
incidents of sexual harassment and gender-based crimes including sexual assault, stalking, and 
domestic/relationship violence. If you disclose any of these situations in class, in papers, or to me personally, 
I am required to report it to OSSR or DIEO for investigation. Contact the USF Center for Victim Advocacy and 
Violence Prevention: (813) 974-5757. 
 

Institutional Policies and Resources 
 

Institutional Policies 

Policies about disability access, religious observances, academic grievances, academic misconduct, and several 
other topics are governed by a central set of policies, which apply to all classes at USF. These policies may be 
accessed at: https://www.usf.edu/provost/faculty/core-syllabus-policy-statements.aspx 
 
It is fundamental to the University of South Florida’s mission to support an environment where divergent ideas, 
theories, and philosophies can be openly exchanged and critically evaluated. Consistent with these principles, this 
course may involve discussion of ideas that you find uncomfortable, disagreeable, or even offensive. In the 
instructional setting, ideas are intended to be presented in an objective manner and not as an endorsement of 
what you should personally believe. Objective means that the idea(s) presented can be tested by critical peer 
review and rigorous debate, and that the idea(s) is supported by credible research. Not all ideas can be supported 
by objective methods or criteria. Regardless, you may decide that certain ideas are worthy of your personal belief. 
In this course, however, you may be asked to engage with complex ideas and to demonstrate an understanding of 
the ideas. Understanding an idea does not mean that you are required to believe it or agree with it. 
 
Title IX provides federal protections for discrimination based on sex, including pregnancy and sexual harassment, 
sexual violence, stalking, and relationship violence. In effort to provide support and equal access, USF has 
designated all faculty (TA, Adjunct, etc) as Responsible Employees, who are required to report any disclosures of 
sexual harassment, sexual violence, relationship violence or stalking. The Title IX Office makes every effort, when 
safe to do so, to reach out and provide resources and accommodations, and to discuss possible options for 
resolution. Anyone wishing to make a Title IX report or seeking accommodations may do so online, in person, via 
phone, or email to the Title IX Office. For information about Title IX or for a full list of resources please visit: 
https://www.usf.edu/title-ix/gethelp/resources.aspx.  
 
If you are unsure what to do, please contact Victim Advocacy –a confidential resource that can review all your 
options at 813-974-5756 or va@admin.usf.edu. 
 

Other Institutional Policies and Resources 

Download at: https://usfhealth.box.com/s/3nxazd87ucg5ixlzf5wxkii009rte8z6 

https://www.usf.edu/provost/faculty/core-syllabus-policy-statements.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/title-ix/gethelp/resources.aspx
mailto:va@admin.usf.edu
https://usfhealth.box.com/s/3nxazd87ucg5ixlzf5wxkii009rte8z6
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